
 

  
 

 
Council Meeting Minutes 

 March 10, 2020 / 11 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Committee meetings 9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. 

Judy Ann Buffmire Building 
1595 West 500 South Salt Lake City, UT 84104 

APPROVED 6/9/2020 
 

Attachments: December 2019 Council Meeting Minutes, January 2020 Executive 
Committee Meeting Minutes, Budget Statement, Executive Director Report 

 
Present: Brandy Olsen, Bryn Peterson, Christian Navarrete, Ian Summers, Jaret Winn, Kelie 
Hess, John Crowley, Lisa Wade, Stephanie Roach, Tracy Johnson 
Tracy Smith, Adina Zahradnikova, Les Carter, Glen Larsen, Deanna Taylor, Richard Jewkes, 
(Standing in for Mathew Wappett, Jason Bennington (for Sarah Brenna), Krissie Summerhays, 
Neil Allred 
Absent: Tom Davidson, Sharon Cook, Amber Foster 
Excused: Crystal Pyne, Jared Stewart, Kimberly Jensen, Rachael Norton, Nels Holmgren, Noel 
Taxin 
Guests: Caitlin Schneider, Amy Notwell, Courtney Edgington, Andrew Riggle  
Staff: Libby Oseguera, Rickie Crandall, Eric Stoker, Avery Pince-Hyder, Julie Hanna  
  

 
1. Welcome and introductions – Kelie Hess, Chairperson opened the meeting and called 
it to order. 
  
2. Public Comment:  None 
 
3. Committee Reports  
Leadership- Stephanie talked about Next Chapter Book Clubs and the need for 
volunteers specifically at the West Jordan Library. Les Carter may have some volunteers 
he will check with. The feedback from The Day at the Legislature was all very positive 
and we had a great turn out. The recommendations for improvements are the sound 
quality to hear speakers in the Rotunda and that registration should be more user 
friendly and combined into one registration.  
Employment- Bryn briefed us on the UTA progress and gave the council updates about 
the multi-agency employment campaign the Council is leading. There are employment 
advocacy efforts and a sub-committee forming across the state to make sure that we 
are advocating for the appropriate employment programs and supports. He also said 
that employers should be recognizing accommodations needed by all varying degrees.  
Health- Tracy Johnson let us know that resource packets are being put together and will 
be distributed to students with an IEP. She also briefly spoke about Hope Squads and 
reaching out to build leadership. HOPE squads help students with mental health using a 
peer to peer model in the schools. Health committee members will seek to ensure that 
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students with disabilities are included on HOPE squads. Committee is working with State 
risk to try and get families to participate in CPR trainings specific to special health care 
needs. UCCCN (rural providers) want to learn how to better support families 
experiencing disability. The Disability 101 is ready to pass on to the Employment 
Committee and it should be up and running within about 6 weeks. Language Crosswalk- 
How to cross agencies in order to speak on the same items cohesively between mental 
health and disability to better support people with a dual diagnosis.  
  

4. VOTE: Approval of the December 2019 Meeting Minutes 
Call for a motion to approve the December 2019 minutes as presented: John Crowley 
Second: Bryn Petersen  
In favor: All 
Opposed: None 

5. VOTE: Budget Review and Proposed Amendment 
UDDC members received a copy of the annual budget approved in September that 
showed the expenditures to date, as well as a proposed budget amendment sheet. The 
third document shows the current contracts and grants the UDDC is funding. Council 
staff would like UDDC members to consider moving the highlighted line items into 
category 1619 since those events have been grouped together. Rickie and Libby 
explained budget expenditures and rationale to amend the budget and take any 
questions related to the 3 documents. Libby explains the red section on the budget 
document, no questions.  
Grants & contracts budget report review Libby explains, Lisa Wade asks if on the line 
item for The Utah Parent Center could that possibly be changed to reflect exactly where 
at the UPC that money is being devoted to or the specific project title is written on the 
line item? She is afraid that it could be a conflict of interest. Libby suggests we change 
that to read Transition University which is the title of the program that the UPC is 
running and the UDDC is funding. Rickie also suggests that we change to include the 
contract number as well. Council staff will add line item descriptions and/or more 
descriptive headers as applicable.    
Call for a motion to approve the amended budget: Bryn Petersen 
Second: Lisa Wade 
In favor: All 
Opposed: None 
 
6. Executive Director Report 
Included in meeting materials is a report that Libby prepared about the progress this 
quarter. The full report will not be discussed, just a few items were highlighted: Council 
staff Sidney Rasher resigned. The Utah Prader-Willi Association will report to the Council 
in the summer about the grant progress, but in short they have trained over 100 people 
about supporting the mental health of siblings. The self-advocate conference in St. 
George was successful and well attended. Thank you to Red Rock Center for 
Independence for hosting the UDDC events. Lastly, Libby expressed that the downtown 
Salt Lake City neighborhood where the Council office is located is dramatically changing. 
New buildings are replacing old at a very rapid pace. Council staff is beginning to explore 
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the cost of moving and creating plans in case the Council office needs to relocate if the 
building is sold or the rent becomes too high in the area.    
 
7. Call for volunteers- Advocacy Award Selection Committee 
The Governor’s Committee on the Employment of People with Disabilities is planning the 
Golden Key Awards and Disability: IN Employment Summit on October 1st at the 
National Ability Center in Park City. UDDC will be invited to present 3 awards, family 
member, self-advocate and community member of the year. Three to five Council 
members were asked to volunteer to serve on the committee that will select awardees. 
Nominations will be accepted May through July 1, so volunteers will need to be available 
in July to review nominations and possibly interview the people who nominated award 
contenders for further information. Volunteers to serve on this subcommittee include 
Tracy Smith, Kelie Hess, Ian Summers, Lisa Wade and Christian Navarrette. Libby will 
reach out to the subcommittee with more details as it gets closer to summer. 
 
8. Networking Lunch 
 
9. Advocates as Leaders Speakers’ Network Presentation-  
Speakers Courtney Edgington, Eric Stoker & Brandy Olsen are here today with Project 
Manager, Amy Notwell to talk to you about the work the Advocates as Leaders Speakers’ 
Network has accomplished over the past several years. The trio introduced the UDDC to 
the training topics and all the Speakers in the Network as well as the number of people 
trained and the locations of the trainings throughout the state and country. 
 
10. Small Group Activity  
Council members were divided into small groups and given 15 minutes to work as a 
team and think creatively while having a bit of fun. Each group was given a bag with 
props and a leadership quality. Groups need to use the props to create a meme that 
demonstrates something related to the leadership word written on the paper. Groups 
took pictures of the memes created and they were displayed during the break. 
  
11. Disability Law Center Project Report- 
Andrew Riggle provided updates on the Benefit Planning program at the Disability Law 
Center that the UDDC partially funded. He showed the Council the resource videos and 
materials that were created by the project. He also explained the benefit planning 
services and process. 
 
2:05 Break- Teamwork Memes were displayed 
 
12. Mission review-  
With the submission of the 2022-2026 State Plan, DD councils have the opportunity to 
revise their mission statements. Executive Committee members reviewed the current 
UDDC mission statement and determined the full Council should review and discuss our 
mission statement, particularly the words “build capacity and encourage systems 
change.” The Executive Committee members would like the Council to decide if these 
words are clear, easy to understand, and if not, form a sub-committee to recommend a 
revised statement to the full Council by September 2020. Council agreed that a mission 
revision is a good idea. Council members will be invited to contribute comments to a 



4 
 

Google document that will be reviewed by a volunteer-based subcommittee; Kelie Hess, 
Ian Summers, Stephanie Roach and Jared Stewart. 
 
13. Legislative Session Report-  
Council staff have prepared an update on the UDDC’s policy priorities we selected in the 
fall that includes some of the legislative outcomes for you. Copies were passed around 
for members to follow along. Avery updated everyone on the progress related to the 
Council’s priorities and explained the session has two more days so things may still 
change. Council members will be updates through the UDDC newsletter, and through the 
elective legislative messages that members signed up to receive in the fall. Another 
opportunity was given to sign up to receive UDDC legislative messages. 
 
14. Round Robin-  
The time was open for people to share any updates, upcoming events or other ideas 
they want to share with the Council. HEAT program is open for enrollment and has 
extended the service period. Contact Community Action Program for information. 
Deanna Taylor (USBE) shared information about the “Transition Elevated” app that will 
help students and families through school transition planning.    

15.  VOTE: Close the meeting   
Stephanie Roach moved to close the meeting 
Second: Brandy Olsen 
Time meeting adjourned: 3:02pm 
 

Future Meetings                                                                                       
 
June 9, 2020 9:30-3:00 PM Judy Ann Buffmire Building 
September 15, 2020 9:30-3:00 PM Judy Ann Buffmire Building 
 
 
Upcoming Events    
 
April 9, 2020 - UDDC State Plan Town Hall – Logan, UT  
April 14, 2020 - UDDC State Plan Town Hall – Salt Lake City, UT 
April 16, 2020 – Self-Advocacy Conference – Price, UT 
April 17, 2020 – UDDC State Plan Town Hall– Price, UT 
May 1, 2020 - UDDC 50th Anniversary Celebration and Screening of “Intelligent Lives”   
 
 
Anyone with a disability requiring reasonable modification to fully participate in this 
meeting should contact the Utah Developmental Disabilities Council office at:  
801-245-7350 one-week to three working days prior to the meeting to request 
reasonable accommodations.                           
 
 
 
 


