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Council Meeting Minutes 
 June 9, 2020 / 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 
This meeting is a virtual meeting 

Join by computer with Google Meet https://meet.google.com/goo-ewqd-zzj 

Join by phone  +1 216-505-4055  PIN:  834 064 487 #     
 

Attachments: March 2019 Council Meeting Minutes, May 2020 Executive Committee 
Meeting Minutes, State Plan Data Report, Expenditure Report, Contracts and Grants 
Report, Executive Director Report, FFY2020 Citizen Representation by County Map 

 
In Attendance: Brandy Olsen, Bryn Peterson, Crystal Pyne, Jared Stewart (10:32 arrival)Jaret 
Winn, John Crowley, Kelie Hess, Lisa Wade, Racheal Norton, Stephanie Roach, Tracy Johnson, 
Tracy Smith, Adina Zahradnikova (10:15 arrival) Les Carter, Glen Larsen, Deanna Taylor, 
Matthew Wappett, Noel Taxin, Sarah Brenna(10:35 arrival) Sharon Cook (for Pam Bennett) 
 
Absent: Christian Navarette, Ian Summers, Kimberly Jensen, Staci Christiansen, Tom Davidson, 
Nels Holmgren, Amber Foster, Neil Allred, Krissie Summerhays  
 
Council staff: Libby Oseguera, Rickie Crandall, Eric Stoker, Avery Pince-Hyder, Julie Hanna 

 
1. Welcome and introductions – Kelie Hess, Chairperson  
Kelie Hess, chairperson of the Utah Developmental Disabilities Council, opened the 
meeting at 9:34 a.m. on June 9, 2020. This meeting is being online using Google Meet. 
Julie Hanna took the roll.   

  
2. Public Comment - No Comments 

 
3. Committee Reports 
Committees met last week. Each committee chair reported about their meeting: 
Health - Tracy Johnson reported that Covid-19 is pausing many of the projects the 
health committee is working on, but a few are still moving forward. The Utah Prader Willi 
Association, who the UDDC has a current contract, may not have space at clinics in the 
near future. Also the committee hoped to offer a CPR training series. Noel is getting 
more information for the committee about the option for internet-based training and the 
State Risk Dept.’s opinion of the activity and will get back to us. Health committee 
members are focusing on how to partner and get more information out to the rural 
areas. That will be the major activity this quarter. 
Employment - Bryn Peterson reported that employment committee members will review 
employment videos to share on the Ready and Able website. They have been granted 
permission to use video content created for The Golden Keys and will not use Council 
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funds to create new video content at this time. Members divided into sub-committees to 
review curriculum for work success programs. They are also focused to ensure that 
individuals w/disabilities are not left out of finding resources for the Covid-19 and their 
needs, especially the transition-aged group. 
Leadership - Stephanie Roach said that the leadership committee spoke about the 
Certified Disability Advocacy Program and have made the decision to not move forward 
with it any longer. The program has not been meeting the objective, so we are moving 
on and devoting our time and effort to the ALPS program. The Council will start working 
on the “End the Wait'' initiative this summer. Staff are planning to gather stakeholders 
together and discuss what people's critical needs are and to identify gaps in the service 
system or ways to improve the service system, and then prioritize resolving those issues 
to present in the form of a strategic plan to the Utah Legislature.   

 
   4. 4. VOTE: Approval of the March 2019 Meeting Minutes 

Kelie opened the floor for conversation. No comments were made. Jaret Winn 
motioned to approve the March 2019 meeting minutes as written.   

Second: Tracy Johnson 
Result: motion passed unanimously.  
 
105. VOTE: Nominating Committee to present Member Recommendations  
 The nominating committee met earlier this spring to review UDDC member 
applications and to interview candidates to recommend to the Governor for 
appointment. Thank you to John, Adina and Crystal for doing this. John Crowley 
presented their recommendations with the support of his sub-committee members.  
Liaison recommendations 
● Sharon Cook - Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
● Amber Marsh - North Eastern Services 
● Kimberly Evans - Pioneer Adult Rehabilitation Center (PARC) 

Recommendations to Council for Governor Appointment: 
a. (Aaron Loftus) Stephanie Hill,* Parent, Iron County  
b. Courtney Edgington, Self-advocate, Utah County 
c. Matthew Huskinson, Self-advocate, Weber County  

i. Runner up-  
1. Stephanie Hill   
2. Cynthia Hansen 
3. Roger Downing 

*Aaron Loftus tragically passed away prior to his recommendation for Council 
membership.  

 
Kelie entertained a motion to approve the proposed Council members to be 
recommended to the Governor for appointment. 
Jaret Winn motioned to approve the nominating committee’s recommendation 
2nd:Brandy Olsen 
Result: motion passed unanimously 
 
6. Budget Review  
Council staff presented point-in-time budget documents and answered questions. 
Libby also explained the travel funds are left from all of the conferences being 
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cancelled or postponed and we can push those funds forward into the next budget 
year and possibly send more people to SABE in October if that conference takes place 
as scheduled.  
 
7.  USBE "Transition Elevated" Presentation – Deanna Taylor  
Deanna shows slides and explains the Transition Elevated APP. It is a guide to help 
families, students, educators during the transition process. It will be available on the 
web. It is user friendly and has a number of features. There will be links to outside 
agencies. In the App you will create a draft transition plan, which will not save but 
does have the option to email or print that plan out. A school has been selected that 
will pilot the app when it is ready; app to launch likely by the end of summer.  This will 
be a free app. John- the decision to not have it save the transition plans-why is that? 
Deanna explains that she believes it's a space and privacy issue. All are excited to see 
the app when it is up and running! 
 
8. Stand up, stretch! 
Members were excused for a quick break and were invited to return with an item to 
show that they use in the summer. Members took turns sharing their summer items.    
 
9. Utah Parent Center Transition University Presentation – Jodi Hansen and Joey 

Hanna 
UDDC awarded the Utah Parent Center some funding to create a transition program to 
help students and their families’ transition from school to adulthood with an emphasis 
on employment. Jodi Hansen and Joey Hanna from the Utah Parent Center presented 
the program progress. Jodi shared some slides about the program that they are 
creating. This will be a curriculum to teach families about options and alternatives for 
transition and Guardianship. There will be English and Spanish available. Workshops 
will be Alternatives to and for Guardianship, Self-advocacy social and spiritually, 
Education, Health and Safety, Daily life, Community living and Employment. First part 
of the training will be in-person and the individual and parent will be in separate 
training rooms to begin. The Parents will do a guided discussion, and the self-
advocates will be divided by age group. UPC hopes to start next week on the 18th of 
June. Noel Thanks everyone for their work on this program! 
 
10. State Plan Planning- Town Hall and Survey Themes 
Council was asked to complete the survey https://forms.gle/4G7wZkmghkzxjP3j8 if 
they have not already done so. A chart was provided that shows how the public have 
responded to the UDDC survey about priorities for our next State Plan. The responses 
were collected from our online survey and from focus groups at Town hall meetings in 
Salt Lake, Provo and Ogden. The areas of emphasis that rose to the top were health, 
transportation, and employment with housing close behind.  
There were also a number of helpful comments submitted that will help identify 
specific gaps or problems to create objectives. Our council needs to begin forming the 
goals for the next State Plan that is due August 2021. We would like to ask for 
volunteers to serve on a sub-committee over the next 6-9 months that will sort 
through the data and create goals to present to the full Council, and revise as needed.  
Volunteers: Bryn, Deanna, Tracy Johnson, Kelie, Crystal and Stephanie.   
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11. Executive Director Report 
Libby shared highlights from this quarter and the rest of the information can be found 
in the detailed copy of the Executive Director report members received in the meeting 
attachments. The Employment Committee will give funds left over to the Health 
Committee to use for rural health outreach efforts. Ready and Able is up and running 
(Avery shares her screen to show the Council) Reabyable.org is the website. Council is 
turning 50 this year and we were planning to have a big celebration at a couple 
locations. But with the Covid-19 we are not able to proceed with them. We will aim for 
March 2021 to go forward with the celebrations. Golden Key Awards were to be held 
Oct. 1st. it has been cancelled as an in-person event. The awards will likely still go on 
but virtually. We are still calling for nominations and we are hoping to still present our 
Self Advocacy Awards, in person or virtually. Noel suggests that we reach out to the 
news stations. She said that they will usually do it for free and that we could possibly 
get our winners on the news. Libby and the UDDC team will look further into that as a 
great option. Libby tells the Council we have been invited to move into the space with 
the Utah Parent Center to a newer building off of 5300 south when our current lease is 
up and the building is ready for us. Noel- says excellent move to collaborate with the 
UPC. As far as the committee meetings being held the week before instead of the 
morning of the full Council meeting, most really liked how that worked out and plans 
are to continue holding committee meetings online the week before the full Council 
meetings.   
 

12. VOTE: Close the meeting 
Motion: Sarah 
Second: Jared 
Result: All in favor 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:01pm   
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Future Meetings                                                                                       
 

September 15, 2020 9:30-3:00 PM Judy Ann Buffmire Building 
 
 

Upcoming Events    
 
October 1, 2020 - UDDC Advocacy Awards at the Golden Keys and Disability: IN Summit 
– Park City, UT  
 
 
 
Anyone with a disability requiring reasonable modification to fully participate in this 
meeting should contact the Utah Developmental Disabilities Council office at:  
801-245-7350 one-week to three working days prior to the meeting to request 
reasonable accommodations. 
                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


